THE INTEGRAL VISION OF INDIA

Vedic times traced not a straight line but a curve, luminous
all through because of its origin being in the light to which it is
naturally inclined to return, and it proceeded in a downward
course with the purpose of illumining the different parts and
planes of man's being so that he might be prepared for the
perfection that is to come to him in the future. It is not that
India could always hold fast to that ideal ; but the great epochs
of her history are those in which she turned her eyes towards it
and strove with all her soul to actualise it in the life of the race,
to give form to its truth in the varied expressions of her
creative life. For, it is to this sublime seeing of the early
fathers that the mind of India does rightly trace all its philo-
sophy. religion and essential things of culture, all the beginnings
of the future spirituality of her people. The curve of her
destiny showed the first sign of its downward tendency when the
Vedic age of Intuition was passing info the Upanishadic age of
intuitive Thought in which the first glimmerings of the dawn of
Reason were perceptible. In the Veda intuition had a more
free play, since mind and life were then plastic enough to its
influence. In the Upanishads mind being more active than life
it absorbed whatever intuition had to offer for its as well as
life's illumination. Nevertheless, there must have been a strong
basis of life-force for the vigorous spiritual efforts that were made
by the Vedantic mystics. People lived a rich and robust life and
a harmony there surely was between it and the intense seeking
after truth that was so much in evidence among the kings and
nobles no less than among the sages and saints of the time. Royal
courts and forest hermitages were humming with these activities ;

and such glowing examples were not solitary as those of the
Rdjarshis or sage-kings like Janaka ruling over a vast empire
and at the same time living the unfettered, luminous life of the
Spirit; and of the kings of sages like Yajnavalkya to whom truth
was greater than anything, vet who accepted with both hands
worldly possessions along with spiritual riches. But how did they
discover this harmony? By knowledge, which to the Upanishadic
seers was always the knowledge by identity with the object of
knowledge in a higher than the mental plane of consciousness.
It is while engaged in the pursuit of this truth of knowledge that
the seers realised that the knowledge of self is the highest
knowledge, and that "the self in man is one with the universal
self of all things and that this self again is the same as 'God and
Brahman, a transcendent Being or Existence, and they beheld,
felt, lived in the inmost truth of all things in the universe and